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‘Large, England, is the debt
Thou ow’st to Heathendom,—
To India most of all.’
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CHAPTER IIL

POONA—SHOLAPORE.
January 24th,

‘WE had another exciting day, for the Cooks joined
us in Poona, and were also the guests of Mr. and Mrs.
Beaumont, in the Mission House.

In the evening, we all went in company to the
Hira-bag, to hear Mr. Cook’s lecture. This is a
large hall, standing by itself in some pretty grounds
on the outskirts of the native city, beside a beautiful
tank filled with water, on which some water-lilies
float, and just under the temple-crowned, picturesque
little sacred hill of Parbutty. It was from his palace
on this hill that Bajirao, the last of the Peshwis,
watched the famous battle of Kirkee, which decided
the fate of the Maratha dynasty. The hall was
densely packed with all manner of people come to
hear the celebrated lecturer; and crowds stood
about every door and window.

Now, as always in Poona, the striking part of
the audience was the number of fine-looking, fine-
featured Hindu gentlemen, the élite of native society,
who filled the benches—remarkable-looking men,
in white garb, strictly national, with huge red or
white turbans, wonderfully fair in complexion, with
the keen, intellectual countenance of the Maratha
Brahman.

















































































































































































































































































TANJORE. 11

moved upon the face of the waters. After a time,
when he and his immediate successors had passed
away, the light perhaps grew dim; but now, in
these days of modern effort, and fresh awakening
to the great interests of the heathen world, let us
hope and pray that it may soon grow bright again,
and wax brighter and brighter until the perfect
day of truth and righteousness shall have come
over the whole province.










































































































































































































































































































































































































































TREVANDRUM. 253

was from conviction; but in that case the mind
of His Highness must be a psychological curiosity,
which it would have been interesting to study.

As this sheet was passing through the press,
tidings of the unexpected death of the Maharajah
reached England.







































266 1IN SOUTHERN INDIA.

thousandislands. We have just passed a tall stork,
standing on one leg in a contemplative mood on a
stem among some reeds; and now, a little further
on, a huge crocodile lies on a bit of greensward,
lazily sunning himself. It is now becoming too hot
to sit on deck, and we are glad to be approaching
Cottayam, where we shall stay for a few days with
Mr. and Mrs. Neve, of the Church Missionary
Society.
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IN SOUTHERN INDIA.

But why mourn for Aim ?
His work was finished, and his place prepared,
And the high guerdon ready; from the shocks
Of earthly circumstance redeemed, he rests—
He resteth in the bosom of his God.

He waits us yonder. When our summons comes,

May we, like him, be ready, and rejoice !
There we shall speak of shattered hopes of earth—
Of joys foregone, to be enhanced in heaven ;—
There shall we see how from dark sorrow’s root
There springs a flower worthy of Paradise,
Whose beauty never fades, nor fragrance wastes.



























































































































